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I appreciate the location I reside in because of its beauty, people and opportunity, and I would like to 
take this opportunity to share with you some history of the lands that I am joining you from, and where 
some of our students and YTIT (Youth Train in Trades) programs are situated. 
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surrounding the Salish Sea (Georgia Strait) make up the traditional territory of the Coast Salish Peoples. 
The Coast Salish peoples are a vast and diverse network of culturally and linguistically linked individual 
communities that comprise one of the largest Indigenous cultural groups in British Columbia. My 
location is nearest to Semiahmoo (meaning "Half Moon"). 

The Semiahmoo are a proud and determined trans-boundary nation located in both Canada and the 
United States. While the traditional territories are now divided between the two countries, they remain 
closely connected to the Lummi and Nooksack who live in the United States. They have inhabited 
extensive territory across Washington State, the Strait of Georgia (now known as the Salish Sea) and 
the Lower Mainland of British Columbia for thousands of years and are primarily tied through the 
common language of North Straits Salish, as well as traditional fishing methods and the use of common 
lands.  

Before the arrival of European settlers, a peaceful way of life was oriented to the sea. While other 
nations focused more on land hunting and trapping, they were dominantly focused on fishing for 
sustenance.  

The Spanish were the first Europeans to visit their ancestors in 1791, when two ships arrived to 
examine the Strait of Juan de Fuca. The next year, Captain George Vancouver explored the ancestral 
waters and reported finding ruins of a fishing camp on Point Roberts that were capable of containing 
400 or 500 inhabitants. 

They became a trans-boundary nation in 1846, when the Oregon Treaty was signed to define the 
border between the United States and British North America at the 49th parallel. The waters in the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca remained open to navigation by both parties. All of Vancouver Island was placed 
in Canada, but Point Roberts was claimed by the United States, a decision which isolated them from 
traditional village and fishing sites. After the division, many Semiahmoo members were forced to 
choose one membership between the Semiahmoo in Canada, and the Nooksack and Lummi in the 
United States. 
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�ƒ Other edits were made to provide a higher-level structure and more clarity around the different 
categories. Some objectives, such as program renewals, could fit under either Goal 5.1 or Goal 5.3, as 
they relate both to educational quality and financial sustainability (e.g., tuition changes due to 
significant revisions following a renewal).  

�ƒ There were questions about consultation with the College or community to gauge openness to and 
understanding of JEDI. S. Ivits responded that one of the top priorities for the EDI Advisory Committee 
is to conduct an environmental scan. 

�ƒ It was requested to further clarify section 5.3.3 on academic targets/objectives; this heading could 
subsume, e.g., items related to student progression and completion or course articulation. D. Wells 
will review department submissions under this goal and clarify wording. 5.1.7 refers to larger 
organizational changes in school or department structures to better support programs, which may 
happen only every few years. As not every category of the plan will contain objectives every year, it 
was suggested to remove these blank areas from the final Academic Plan document each year.  

�ƒ There were questions about points 5.1.2/5.1.3 (“Conduct needs assessment and determine 
sustainability requirements of NEW/EXISTING programs that meet community need, provide pathways, 
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noted the importance of not over-projecting numbers, since this could result in a claw-back of 
provincial funding if registration targets are not met.  

�ƒ With regards to consistency of the Enrolment Plan with the recent cuts to sections, D. Wells clarified 
that the Enrolment Plan is presented at the department or program code level, not at the detailed 
level of course sections. The current Enrolment Plan projects a modest increase in number of 
registrations compared to actual registrations last year. These registrations could be adequately 
supported and accommodated in fewer sections, since class sizes in recent terms have been smaller 
than maximum class capacity, partially due to the pandemic. 

�ƒ Reducing the number of sections frees up faculty members to undertake the significant amount of 
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